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PURPOSE OF REPORT:  
 
To present to the Committee an assessment of the Council’s current position in relation to the 
recommendations contained in the Department for Transport’s Statutory Taxi and Private Hire 
Vehicle Standards (the standards) and to agree proposed actions. 
 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
The Department of Transport has issued new statutory guidance on taxi and private hire licensing 
functions and expects all local authorities to consider and implement the recommendations and 
measures contained within the standards. 
 
2. REPORT 
 
Section 177 of the Policing and Crime Act 2017 enables the Secretary of State for Transport to issue 
statutory guidance on exercising taxi and private hire vehicle licensing functions to protect children 
and vulnerable individuals who are over 18 from harm when using these services. 
 
Following consultation with trade, regulators and safety campaign groups the Department for 
Transport on 20th July 2020 issued the document entitled Statutory Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle 
Standards. The focus of these minimum standards is on protecting children and vulnerable adults 
however all passengers will benefit from the recommendations, which aim to better regulate the 
hackney carriage and private hire sector. To a large extent, consideration and implementation of the 
standards replaces the need to consider taxi standards on a local basis. 
 
All local authorities are expected to publish their consideration of the recommendations and measures 
in the standards. The Department of Transport will be monitoring all authorities and expects all the 
recommendations and measures to be implemented unless there is a compelling local reason not to. 
 
An assessment has been made of the Council current position in relation to the recommendations and 
measures contained in the standards and includes proposed actions to meet these recommendations 
and measures. This is provided in Appendix A. 
 
At the Licensing Committee meeting on 11 March 2020 it was agreed that a consultation period would 
commence on a review of the Council’s current licensing policy. Due to the covid-19 pandemic it was 
decided to postpone the consultation to a later date. This delay will allow the Statutory Standards to 
be incorporated into the full Policy Review. 
 
The full Statutory taxi and private hire vehicle standards are provided in Appendix B. 
 
 
 
 



3. IMPLICATIONS 
 

Legal Implications 
Although there is no legal duty on the Authority to comply with the standards the Department of 
Transport have made it clear that they expect the standards to be implemented. 
 
Financial Implications 
No financial implications have been identified at this time. 
 
Human Resources Implications 
None  

 
Sustainability Implications 
None 

 
Equality/Diversity 
None 

 
Risk Management 
Failure to the implement the standards may lead to sanctions from central government and result in 
reputational risk. 
 
Compliance with Policies and Strategies 
The Council’s taxi policy will be reviewed in conjunction with the standards. 
 
Data Protection (GDPR) Implications 
Any actions will comply with data protection requirements 
 
Climate Change 
Any actions will consider the effects of climate change and will be in accordance with the Council’s 
Carbon Reduction Plan 
 
Lead Member Views 
Councillor James, Lead Member, has been consulted. 
 
4. CONCLUSIONS 
 
The Department of Transport expects the recommendations to be implemented. The attached 
assessment details how this can be achieved. 
 
5. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that members approve the proposed actions to implement the recommendations 
detailed in the standards. 

 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
 
 Consultations: To be undertaken following approval of the draft policy 

 Contact Officer: Chris Parkhouse 

 Background Papers: Licensing data area/files 

 
 


